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Organization:

[t’s Everywhere!

take : look around you. Organiza-
tion is everywhere. The world is
organized as continents, oceans, and
atmosphere. Forests are ordered as
trees, plants, and animals. Countries
take shape as states, cities, counties,
and towns. Even your room, whether
it’s a specific room or merely some
space earmarked as yours, has organi-
zation, too. In spite of how messy it
may be on any given day, your room is
organized into the place where you
sleep, where you store your CDs, your
clothes, and your personal stuft. If you
can think of a subject—boys, girls,



music, sports, you name it—you can organize it. Why? Because our brains

routinely seek out patterns of organization.

the brain’s quest to organize
saves three astronauts

ONE OF our brain’s prime directives,

apart from keeping us alive, is to

seek meaning out of chaos. This

instinctive desire and ability to

put things into order is one of

humanity’s greatest skills. A

scene from the movie Apollo

13 drives the point home.

A flip of a switch yields

a spark that triggers a

small explosion aboard

the Apollo 13 capsule,

aborting a trip to the

moon for three astro-

nauts. But that’s not

their only problem. They

will soon suffocate from the carbon dioxide their bodies are exhaling. Three

astronauts will perish in space unless a solution to their problem is found, fast.
[t is at this point that organization saves the day.

A NASA engineer throws ordinary gadgets

and widgets onto a conference table around

T — which his NASA colleagues stand. The engi-
. . . the pile of what looks neer announces that the pile of what looks like
like random pieces of junk random pieces of junk represents all that the
represents all thatthe Apollo  Apollo 13 astronauts have at their disposal on

13 astronauts have at their their spacecraft.

Will they be able to build a carbon dioxide
filter from this junk? Will they survive? This is

the dialogue in the conference room.

disposal on their spacecraft.
Will they survive?



NASA CHIEF ENGINEER:
Okay, people, listen up. The people upstairs handed us this one and we gotta come
through. We gotta find a way to make this [a box] fit into the hole for this (a

cylinder) using nothing but that, [the gadgets and widgets he’s thrown onto
the table.]

ENGINEERy: Let’ get it organized.
ENGINEERy: Okay, okay: let’s build a filter.

Immediately realizing they must get it organized, they work against the
clock to save the three astronauts trapped in a soon-to-be metal gas chamber.
After examining and organizing the pile of gadgets and widgets, these skilled
engineers ultimately craft a breathing apparatus—a filter, as brilliant as it is
crude. The rest of the story is literally history and one of the twentieth cen-
tury’s greatest examples of successful problem solving. How did these engi-
neers do it?

“how to construct a makeshift filter for stranded astronauts”

Do any of us believe that any NASA engineers, who accomplished this for-
midable task, studied such a topic in any engineering textbook? Of course
not! They succeeded because they brainstormed. They successtully analyzed
their:

B subject—saving astronauts

W fopic or objective—Dbuilding a filter that functions as a breathing mechanism

B supporting details—using available gadgets and widgets to get the job
done

They successtully searched for order and pattern amid clutter and chaos and
ultimately synthesized a unique filter that served as the breathing apparatus
that saved three lives.



objective
(filterbox)

supporting details
(tubing)

conclusion
(cylinder)

1. The box begins the objective.
2. The middle—the hose—connects the beginning to the end of the

objective with supporting details that you organize with graphic
organizers.

3. The cylinder, once connected, completes the objective.

writing



how to write an essay

for just about anyone who asks

CONSIDER YOURSELF an astronaut. Not just any astronaut—but an astronaut
lost in space—much like the Apollo 13 astronauts. You will potentially suffo-
cate in the capsule chamber of high stakes—timed essay tests—that are alien to
a writing process that should allow the luxury of time. If it seems like your
chamber is getting crammed with

. |
more and more demands to write

essays, you are not imagining Visual Writing helps weak writers become bet-
things. Today’s teachers not only ter writers and strong writers become even
test the writing skills they teach, stronger, because it teaches them to harness
but they prepare you for the chal- the power of visual maps, the graphic organ-
lenge you are sure to face, if not izers that lead to effective communication.
now, then soon. The state and Building stronger communication skills now
national standardized essay tests will set you apart from your peers when you
that are part of every student’s enter the job market.

career assure state and national T

officials that their education tax
dollars are producing competent young writers.

Though it may sound gloomy, there is an upside to all this testing. No
matter the origin of essay tests, their topics, or audiences, the more you write

did you know?

Whoever first coined the term brainstorm was a genius who knew what he or she was
talking about. Scientific brain imaging processes such as MRIs reveal the brain’s elec-
tronic and chemical thinking processes as different colors. They show that writers who
analyze and organize subjects and topics, using word lists and other graphic organiz-
ers before writing paragraphs, connect more neural pathways and access more
knowledge. During brain-image testing, their writing processes register as energetic

bursts of color. There really is a storm brewing in our brains. Let the fireworks begin!



and learn how to write, the better

you become at writing.




make the connection

to your writing

TEACHER: Okay, people, listen up. The people upstairs (that would be the
state assessment office) handed us this one and we gotta come through.

You gotta find a way to make your essay’s introduction fit into the hole for
your essay’s conclusion, using nothing but the details you compile by graphically
organizing your word gadgets and widgets, which you will learn how to do in

Chapter Two.
STUDENT: Let’s get it organized!

STUDENT,: Okay, okay: let’s write an essay!

|1 Try it out!

“Organization is everywhere.”” The beginning of this chapter illustrated
that the world can be organized as continents, oceans, atmosphere, etc. If you
think about it, atoms are organized into molecules. Proteins are organized
into cells that are organized into body organs. People are organized into fam-
ilies that are organized into communities that are organized into towns that
are organized into counties. Counties are organized into cities that are organ-
ized into states that are organized into countries. Now that you have a clear-
er picture of the many facets of organization, apply your understanding to a
warm up exercise.

On the next page, identify organizational components for each of the fol-
lowing: your room, pizza, and zoos. Use the paper on the next page for your
response. (You will find a student example for this on page §.)



ORGANIZATIONAL COMPONENTS OF:
My Room, Pizza, and Zoos.

My room:

ZO0S:




Graphic
Organizers:
The Writer’s Widgets

okay, we've learned that the essay
test 1S not going away any time soon
and that essay tests are not a bad thing
because they help us become more
effective writers and communicators.
But since anxiety is the detour that
blocks the road to proficient writing,
how will knowing that more writing
means better writing help conquer
anxiety and writer’s block when you
face the dreaded essay test? And the
higher the test-taking stakes—passing,
promotion, graduation—the greater
the writing roadblock. Even compe-
tent writers in the throes of test anxi-
ety flounder and write essays devoid of



organization, and consequently lose out on organizational points. If you

haven’t already learned how your essays are scored, you need a quick lesson

in rubrics.

Anxiety is the detour that blocks the
road to proficient writing. And the
higher the test-taking stakes, the
greater the writing roadblock.

get the point! know how
you’ll be scored

RUBRIC IS THE fancy word for rule.
Rubrics, then, are the rules by which
you are scored. There are many varia-
tions of rubrics, and largely the form

they take depends on the state in which you live. You will learn more about

the rules of writing in later chapters. For now, here’s a brief look at them:

W Idea and Content
B Organization

m oice

m Word Choice

m Sentence Fluency
|

Conventions/Mechanics



rubrics, word web style
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The critical minutes you spend organizing your topic through visual writ-
ing ensures you an essay with organizational integrity. That organization will
help you earn most or all of the points for the Organization rubric. But the
benefits of visual writing don’t stop there. The logical flow established by
your essay’s visual map helps you see and communicate your central idea
more clearly. As a result, you will write a more focused essay that helps you
earn more Content and Idea points. Visual maps free you from “Where do I
begin?” and “How do I end?” jitters, giving you the freedom and the power
to devote more time to your word choice and your sentence structure, earn-
ing you the points earmarked for Writing Style.

(While visual maps help you with what you write, and how you mechanical-
ly write—your spelling, capitalization, punctuation, etc.—determines the num-
ber of Mechanics/Conventions points you earn.

the art of visual writing

The word essay 1s derived from the Latin and
French words that mean “to attempt” or
“trial” How appropriate. An essay is very
much like a trial. And you are the defendant!
Your writing skills are the defense that deter-
mines the verdict. How will you defend your-
self? It’s up to you.

When you are taking an essay test, you are

your sole defense. You are not going to have
your teacher or this book around to help you.
So you must practice visual writing to learn the

art of organization. And it is an art.

Visual Writing 1s designed to help you prac-

An essay is very much like a tice. By reading each chapter and completing
trial. And you are the defen- each writing activity, you will learn how to
dant! Your writing skills are write better essays. You will also become a
the defense that determines better writer and communicator who knows
the verdict. Will you be found how to create order out of the seeming clut-
guilty or innocent? ter and chaos surrounding your ideas, opin-

1ons, and knowledge.



the nature of the heast called the essay test

Theyre out there. Essay Tests. Waiting to get
you if youre not prepared for them. But
knowledge is power. The more you know
about essay tests, the more you’ll be ready for
them. There are basically four kinds of writing
that spawn those monstrous essay tests. Here’s

essay tests

a quick review:

the simple truth about the
four kinds of writing

B Descriptive writing tests ask you to describe something. Depending on
the essay’s topic—often called a prompt—you might be asked to describe
something or someone real, like a planet or a person. You might have to
describe something or someone imaginary, a UFO, or an extraterrestrial.
The focus of descriptive writing: Eftective usage of imagery and
sensory details.
Narrative writing tests ask you to tell a story. You might be asked to
write the story behind a personal experience, or construct a fictional
story using your own imagination with guidance from the prompt.
The focus of narrative writing: Effective storytelling with atten-
tion to characterization, setting, and plot development.
Expository writing tests ask you to inform your reader about a specif-
ic topic. Expository essays challenge you to use knowledge you have ac-
quired—via school or life lessons—or there could be certain information
included in the test question that you must use as support in your essay.
The focus of expository writing: Skillful presentation of infor-
mation on a specific subject or topic.
Persuasive writing tests ask you to persuade your reader to agree with
your opinion on a particular subject or topic. Formats required vary
from paragraphs to letters, both informal and formal.
The focus of persuasive writing: Clear, effective argument using
logic and reasoning.

13
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writing on demand and braintalks

You might be thinking right about now that writing an essay, no matter what
kind, isn’t going to be difficult, and you’ll be set as long as you read this book
and learn how to map your ideas. Unfortunately it’s not that simple, because

there’s one more problem: TIME!
Essay tests, especially those high-stakes essay tests that hold everything from
passing to promotion in the balance, require that you complete the test in a spe-
cific amount of time. That’s why you need to

I
braintalk. Journals and diaries are good examples

When connecting learning of braintalks. A braintalk is simply a talk with your
styles, you connect neural brain on paper. Its like a freewrite directly

pathways that activate in addressed to one audience: your brain. During an

your brain. You literally elec- essay test, write a short, fast note to your brain.
trify your brain to wake up Explain to it what you have to do and how much

and get to work! time you have. In your braintalk, order your brain

— to do these things: choose the most eftective kind
of visual map, construct a visual map that lays out
relevant details, and be ready to interpret it so that you can write a great essay.
You might be thinking right about now: “Hey wait a minute! My brain
knows what I have to do. It’s what helped me read the essay prompt in the
first place.” True, but brain research supports the wisdom behind using a

minute or two to dialogue with yourself, on paper, rather than just thinking.

writing: a whole brain experience

Holding a pen or pencil to paper to write a virtual letter to yourself connects
your kinesthetic learning style to the intrapersonal and visual learning styles you’ve
already set in motion by reading and thinking about the essay prompt. The
more learning styles* you connect, the more neural pathways you activate in
your brain. You literally electrify your brain to wake up and get to work!

*The brain has many learning styles. To learn more about your brain and how it works, surf
the web—xkeyword: brain. You’ll be amazed. Or, go to brain connections at www.susd.org/
schools/middle/Ingleside/Brain%20Connection%20WebPage/index.htm

writing



Without going into too much detail, the brain has two hemispheres, left
and right. While organizing is a predominantly left-brain skill, seeing the
big picture behind anything is the job of the right hemisphere. For exam-
ple, the right side of your brain sees the forest, while the left identifies its
components: the trees, leaves, squirrels, acorns, etc. Trust me: A braintalk
1s the right brain’s written request to the left brain for organizational help.
Sometimes a few sentences are all you need to ignite the left-brain sparks
that help create detailed graphic maps. (See next page for a visual map that
explains the concept of the perceptual thinking habits of left and right
brains.)

So, are you brain-ready? If you are, Visual Writing will show you how to
organize your ideas, opinions, and facts so that you can successfully tackle any
of today’s essays, not to mention tomorrow’s far more challenging real life
essays—resumes, applications, employee memos, and reports. You get the
idea. So let’s get started!

part of the brain really can’t see the forest for the trees. ..

The right hemisphere of the brain identifies whole pictures. In the case of a
forest, it sees the entire forest.

The left hemisphere of the brain identifies the specific components that
make up a whole. In the case of a forest: the trees, leaves, squirrels, acorns,
etc. The left brain really can’t see the forest for the trees!

visual writing challenge #1
create a word web that identifies your room’s contents

Think about your room or the space you call home. The examples on the
next page will help you get started. Notice how Example 2 is similar to
Example 1. Example 2, however, has boxes around groups of words in which
titles or headings have been added, “Entertainment Center” and “Magazine
Stand.” The example illustrates how your left and right brain work together:
as the left brainstorms specific details like magazines and books, your right
brain helps you define their broader conceptual headings, i.e., “Magazine
Stand.”

15



visual writing challenge #1: my room
example 1
vekical blinds
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VISUAL WRITING CHALLENGE #1: WORD WEB ON MY ROOM

A word web is the perfect graphic organizer for an essay that asks you to describe
something. After brainstorming all the details you can, search for patterns or groupings
to help you organize further so that you can write a sequentially logical essay.

17
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Visual Writing
and Cereal

cereal is 2 popular food whose
packaging distinguishes it from all
other breakfast foods. Think about it.
Have you ever placed an egg carton on
the table, so that you could read its
information while eating scrambled
eggs? Of course not! But cereal boxes,
that’s another subject. At one time or
another, all of us have scanned or read
the panels on a cereal box while
munching on a crunchy bowl of flakes
or puffs. As if browsing through a
magazine, we noticed the colorful pic-
tures on the front and back panels,
read interesting facts on the informa-

tive side panels, enjoyed . . . hey wait!
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I've been braintalking! This last sentence is like the braintalk introduced in
Chapter Two. It sparked my left brain’s desire to graphically organize a word
map that depicts the subject of cereal boxes and their characteristics:

e \

k2

k.
=l AT [ a:h.feﬁi:i:rnerﬂ:] L_I:IEEE.E’FF!E} | i:--:|.|:|-:||-|=]-
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the various kinds of visual writing

In Chapter Two you completed a word web. To get a clearer picture of what
visual writing is all about, you need to understand that visual writing comes
in many shapes and sizes, and the shapes and sizes you should use depend on
what is required by essay topics, also known as essay prompts. They are called
prompts because they prompt you to think about a topic.

The next section in this chapter presents and explains the variety of visu-
al maps. It includes essay prompts with examples of visual maps constructed
for the prompts. Take time to understand each visual map presented, because
you’ll need them to complete the activities that follow. While the sample
visual maps are very difterent from one another, they all relate to the same
subject: cereal.

The samples and activities in this chapter will prepare you for the more
complex activities that follow, which ultimately prepare you for the real essay
tests that will be thrown onto your desk, much like the gadgets and widgets
discussed in Chapter One. Remember: NASA engineers faced their problem
by working with random miscellany to which they added thought, logic, pat-
tern, discovery, and solution. Consider yourself a writing engineer who uses

visual maps to graphically organize solutions for every essay challenge



whether descriptive, narrative, informative, or persuasive. The types you’ll

use most often are:

B Venn Diagrams
m Hierarchical Maps
m Sequential Charts

m Cyclical Maps
ery, and solution. Consider yourself a writ-
m Word Webs y y

NASA engineers faced their challenge by
working with random miscellany to which

they added thought, logic, pattern, discov-

. ing engineer . ..
m Plot Diagrams geng

the Venn diagram

The Venn diagram is a conceptual map consisting of two overlapping cir-

cles that create three sections.

By writing words and phrases into the appropriate section, writers see the
similarities and differences between an essay’s stated topics.

The Venn diagram is very useful when you are asked to compare and con-
trast two concepts, two people, or different customs.

Essay prompts signal the usefulness of Venn diagrams when they include
phrases like:

B compare and contrast
B choose between

m distinguish between
m decide between

21
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Venn diagram

Cereal Essay Prompt #1: You are asked to decide the menu for your
club’s end-of-year breakfast meeting: cereal or bacon and eggs?
Convince your fellow members that your choice of breakfast is the
best choice. (Persuasion)

A Venn diagram becomes very useful when asked to distinguish between two
of anything! Its overlapping circles help you to see similarities and difterences.

] i B
 coraal and mikk H H bacon and aeqqs

8§ chalestard: BAD
ot EAD
o ik far waur

CEREAL:

o obokesteral

= coybos for sy bone=s

uprotein far musds
mhigh n cakories
shigh i fat

mtmntes delicious

MILK:
i srarg bones
® calciurm

W e b fast
foods
Brmicesthy mater

B rmLscies in the moming - I Forf metic
W profeir # first thing seden ibacan] ’
slow N cakares ®high energy

" hard to prepans

W ftle fmb wresd Ume of kichen

N Emny fo prepere

similer

Depending on your knowledge base, you might add specific vitamins and
minerals to the Venn diagram shown. Whatever you add, it is pretty clear that
there is very little similarity. The choice is now up to you. Do you argue in
favor of the healthy and easily prepared cereal breakfast? Or do you persuade
your reader that the aromatic, delicious bacon and egg breakfast is worth the

added difficulty of its preparation? Whatever you decide, the Venn diagram

writing



organized your ideas. It has also set a stage to showcase your writer’s voice, when
you write your essay. (More about the rubric called Toice in Chapter Five.)

Breakfast cereal will keep us all heart healthy and help us win the
battle of the bulge!

Who wants to settle for a soggy bowl of cereal when you can enjoy
delectably fried eggs served with delicious-tasting, crisply fried

bacon? Come on. You only live once.

The Venn diagram has set a stage to showcase your writer’s voice

when you write your essay.

hierarchical map

A hierarchical map is a conceptual map that deals with main concepts and
subconcepts.

A hierarchical map starts with a shape—for example, a rectangle—in
which a main concept or category is written. Analysis of the concepts pro-
duces subconcepts, subcategories, sublevels, etc. The word widgets for these
subconcepts are written within shapes comparable to and beneath the main
concept, establishing the hierarchy or pecking order.

Essay prompts signal the usefulness of hierarchical maps when they include

words like:

W analyze
B classify
m divide
W categorize

hierarchical map

Cereal Essay Prompt #2: You are given random cereal boxes. Using

23
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information gathered from the boxes, identify the nutritional bene-
fits derived from eating cereal for breakfast. (Informative)

A hierarchical map suits this essay. You start with a main concept, like “Cereal
Breakfast Nutrition,” and chart subconcepts beneath it as they are identified,
i.e., milk and corn flakes, vitamins, protein, etc.

ceraal breakiast
nuirition

H
H
H
H

cormflakos
and rmilk

— T

viamins ard minerads |

carbabydretes ilom coloiurm profsin
prowvice it e buid=
SRy srorgg bones rrdscie

sequential chart

A sequential chart is a conceptual map that charts the sequence of specific
events using a linear (resembling a straight line) pattern of organization.
Charting events on a timeline is the perfect example of a sequential chart.

Essays will sometimes ask you to write about the cause and effect of a par-
ticular event, a battle for example. When they do, sequential charts are the
maps to use.

Essay prompts signal the usefulness of sequential charts when they include
words like:

m show, describe, or explain the . . .

writing



B cause and effect

m chronological order
B sequence

B cvents

sequential chart

Cereal Essay Prompt #3: Describe what happens to a bowl of cereal that
sits too long. (Description)

A sequential chart is perfect for this essay because it clearly asks the
writer to describe a sequence of events. Here are two versions of a sequen-
tial chart to show you that you can add your brain’s artistic personality to
your sequential charts.

—— erisp [——— not crisp [——— limp flakes ——— soggy and bland —3

orisp cemremel mnd
fresh ik
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cyclical map

A cyclical map is constructed using a circle or cyclical shape. It is most use-
ful to represent events that are part of a continuous cycle, for example, day
turns to night, which turns into day, etc.

Any time an essay directs you to write about a topic that involves a con-
tinuous process or sequence, you should create a cyclical map, which illus-
trates the continuous or cyclical nature of that process.

Circular or clock-like by design, cyclical maps help you recall the details,
whether sequentially, hourly, seasonally, etc.

Essay prompts signal the usefulness of cyclical maps when they include

words like:

B continuous
m cyclical
B process of

m life of



make the connection to your writing

TRY IT OUT!

Cereal Essay Prompt #4: Use prose or poetry to describe a typical day
in the life of a teenager. Just account for your routine.
(Description/Informative)*

*This essay prompt provides you the freedom to choose between two kinds of writing: inform-
ative paragraphs or descriptive writing, 1i.e., poetry which will produce the (sensory) images
found in your typical day, rather than describe or explain them more formally.

27
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The cyclical map and its characteristic circle help you recall more details in
your typical twenty-four hour day.

word web

A word web is a group of words or word phrases that graphically connect
back to and branch out from a central concept. The words in a word web are
often encircled and then connected with lines back to the main concept.

Word webs lend themselves to the freest kind of brainstorming. Creating
them 1is like playing a game of word association on paper. Each word or
phrase written on a paper can trigger another. The topic requirements of
each essay prompt determine your web’s words and phrases. And sometimes
your words and phrases become mini-concepts or subconcepts, which gen-
erate words and phrases that connect back to and branch out from them.

Interpreting word webs is essential when essays require more than a mere
description. Studying a completed word web helps you grasp the significance
of each section, helping you make the big connection back to your essay’s
demands.

Essay prompts signal the usefulness of word webs when they include words

like:

B create

B connect

W solve

B interpret why

Cereal Essay Prompt #5: Why do you believe cereal manufacturers
spend so much time and money on packaging design? (Informative)

A word web helps you recall details—in this case, from all those cereal boxes
you've stared at over the years. But notice that this essay asks you to analyze
your gathered information. Here’s where the value of a quick braintalk enters.
A fast note to yourself before organizing fires up your neural pathways to find
clues to the answer. A follow-up braintalk that asks the brain to interpret data
produces the answer; more about follow-up braintalks on page 30.
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By the way, if you’re wondering why a word web is used here, when a similar task done
in Chapter Two used a hierarchical chart, repeat after me: There is usually more than one
way to solve a problem!
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follow-up braintalk:

here’s what it might sound like in your head . . .

Essay #5

WORD WEB

Okay. My left brain

did a great word web, separating

all the parts of a cereal box. Now, Brain, let's make the connections!
What's my word web telling me? Hmmm. Let's take a serious look: The colors
are attractive . . . the games are cool . . . so are the people they put on the boxes.

But some of these words just don't have anything to do with cereal. I'll underline

them: famous people, ads selling cars and soup—nothing to do with eating cereal.
Hey, that's it! They're using the boxes for advertising. The colors, games, and
people . . . that's how they grab my attention. But selling me something
else . . . that's what they're really trying to do! . .. Hey, follow-up
braintalking really works! And Chapter Four's 1-2-3 Maps will show me
how to put it all together!



plot diagram

A plot diagram is a graphic rendering of the main events of a factual or fic-
tional story. One diagonal line represents the rising action of a story. A short-
er line to the right represents the falling action, resolution, or to put it sim-
ply: what happens at the end. A dot connects the two lines, representing the
high point of a story, or climax, after which everything falls into place.

Plot diagrams help writers write about a personal experience or create a fic-
tional story that is based on specific directions. With important minutes tick-
ing away from the finite amount of time essay tests allow, a plot diagram helps
you quickly map out a sequence of events that suits your essay’s directive and
helps maintain the focus of your story. Because stories—whether real or
imaginary—include settings and characters, plot diagrams should really be
one part of a story map, which includes two important word webs: one for

setting and one (at least) for the main character.

Essay prompts signal the usefulness of plot diagrams and story maps when

they include the phrases (no surprise here):

m Write a story . . .

m Share an experience, real or imaginary . . .
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plot diagram

Cereal Essay Prompt #6: Write a story about a
girl who breaks her tooth on the prize
inside a cereal box. (Narration)

A plot diagram 1s important to the writer asked
to write a story, because it allows you to map
out a sequence of events that suits the essay’s
directive and helps maintain your story’s focus.
Don’t forget quick word webs to establish your
setting and characters. Of course, a braintalk like
the one to the right will help too!
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il fight= to grab cersal box
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sigter yells far marmyyounger brother cries
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Braintalk: Okay, Brain, you have
30 minutes. Figure out where,
who, and how. She breaks a
tooth . . . so what? Make it funny

... How? Make her a brat!

. soter bies rmouth ol ard yels, “OWTE

arkms Bacth s broken)

brother gigges

girl miisses ber
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*The name of the main character, Samantha, came to mind only after writing on the plot dia-
gram that mom vyells for quiet. Don’t waste time thinking of names for characters. Their
names emerge as you develop your story and your characters come alive.
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practice with pizza!

The visual maps based on prompts regarding cereal (including the cyclical map
you created for your typical day), have prepared you for the next set of activ-
ities. Suggestions will be oftered, but you decide which visual map best suits
each prompt. Remember: Your visual maps are graphic organizers
that lead to bigger and better things to follow: 1-2-3 maps and
essays!

You are on your way to discovering how visual maps are the graphic
organizers that fit into 1-2-3 maps that produce effective essays.

Right now—practice with pizza!

TRY IT OUT:

m Descriptive: Describe the condition of a pepperoni pizza that has been
delivered—one hour late!

m Narrative: Write a story about a teenage boy who ate a whole pizza.

B Informative: Use any resources available to you (including Web or textual
searches) to write a speech that explains why pizza provides a nutritionally
sound meal.

B Persuasive: Your science teacher has asked the class to determine which meal
contains more nutritional value: two slices of pizza OR turkey on whole wheat.
Using what you know about these foods, convince your teacher that your answer
is correct.
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PIZZA ACTIVITY #1 DESCRIPTIVE:
Describe the condition of a pepperoni pizza that has
been delivered—one hour late!




PIZZA ACTIVITY #2 NARRATIVE:
Write a story about a teenage boy who ate a whole pizza.

7y
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PIZZA ACTIVITY #3 INFORMATIVE:
Use any resources available to you
(including the Web or books) to write a speech that
explains why pizza provides a nutritionally sound meal.

L= g




PIZZA ACTIVITY #4 PERSUASIVE:

Your science teacher has asked the class to determine
which meal contains more nutritional value—two slices of
pizza, or turkey on whole wheat. Using what you know
about these foods, convince your teacher that your
answer is correct.
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make the connection to

your writing
sharpening your organizational skills

Before continuing your exploration of
Visual Writing, complete the activities
below to reinforce your understanding of
the value of visual writing. The more you
practice graphic organizing in a non-threat-

ening environment—wherever you are right

now—the more you will be able to com-
fortably and confidently call upon your skills
when your environment is a little more

threatening: the essay testing room!
1. Create a visual map that graphically organizes all aspects of a zoo.

2. Think about the following essay topics, each of them concerning zoos:

a. Describe the day in the life of a particular animal living at the zoo.

b. Share your fondest or worst experience related to a visit to the zoo.

c. Prepare a speech for your school’s foreign exchange students who

will be touring your local zoo. Use what you know about your

local zoo or zoos in general to explain to them what they can
expect from their visit.

d.Many people believe that zoos provide a wonderful opportunity

to see and experience animals they would otherwise never see.

Animal rights activists contend that zoos are inhumane. Write an

essay that expresses your viewpoint.

3. Now that you have read each of the topics above, consider the following:
a. Is my map about zoos thorough enough to answer one or more of
the prompts above or are there more details I must add so that I

might respond to, or address, these essay questions?
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b. Are some details relevant to one essay prompt but not the others?

c. What other graphic organizers might I construct that would be
more useful to addressing particular prompts? (Example: a plot dia-
gram for Essay B.)

4. Define or explain each of the graphic organizers listed below and the
types of essays for which they are best suited. (You may want to con-
struct a visual map to answer this question . . . Hint, hint.) You can
write your answers on page 40.

m Hierarchical map
B Venn Diagram

m Sequential Chart
m Cyclical Map

m Word Web

m Plot Diagram

5. What is the purpose of a follow-up braintalk? You can write your

answers on page 40.

When you finish this section, you’ll be ready to learn about 1-2-3
maps!
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1-2-3 Maps:
Using Visual Maps
toWrite Essays

by now you understand visual maps,
the many varieties you can create, and
their usefulness during those nail-biting,
heart-stopping moments when you
must face essay tests.

But how does a visual map translate
into prose on the essay, the fancy word
for ordinary writing otherwise known
as sentences and paragraphs? How do
you transform Venn or plot diagrams,
word maps, etc., into the introductory,
body, and concluding paragraphs
required of essays? It’s as easy as one,
two, three.

41



42

putting it all together

In Chapter Three you constructed a variety of visual maps based on essay
prompts all related to cereal, so you should have proven to yourself that you
and your brain really know how to pick things apart. If so, you are ready to
learn how your already-prepared visual maps become the middle sections of

1-2-3 maps.
1-2-3 maps organize your 1) introductory, 2) body, and 3) concluding
paragraphs. Whether you write one or one

T — hundred paragraphs, an essay must have an

Remember: Whether you write introduction, a body of supporting details,
one or one hundred paragraphs, and a conclusion.

an essay must have an introduc- The 1-2-3 map graphically separates each
tion, a body of supporting de- of these important sections, reminding you
tails, and a conclusion. of their order.

——— Lets consider the filtering system that

saved the Apollo 13 astronauts again, only

now we will relate it to the 1-2-3 map. The objective of the Apollo 13 engi-
neers was to build a filtering system that would ensure safe air

for the endangered astronauts. The engineers meeting
their objective depended on three sections: a box, a
cylinder, and a hose in the middle that would ulti-
mately connect them. Though the parts were

very distinct, their connection was critical to the
success of that objective. Each essay you write has

an objective, too. Determined by your essay

prompt, that objective relies on three sections: an

introduction, a conclusion, and a body of support in

the middle that ultimately connects them. Like the air fil-

ter parts, the connection of the three sections is very critical to the quality,
and therefore success, of your essay.

The first and last shapes of your 1-2-3 map compare to the Apollo 13 box and cylinder,
and the middle part, your graphic organizer, is word widgets and gadgets that connect

those parts!




1-2-3 maps—breathing life into your essays

Let’s use the Venn diagram constructed in Chapter Three, which contrasted
the differences between cereal and bacon and eggs for breakfast. Sure, the
Venn diagram clearly separated the information necessary to respond to the
essay prompt that asked the writer to choose between breakfasts, but now
what? Where do you begin? And begin is what you must do to write an essay!

the 1-2-3 plan

NO MATTER HOW many pages you take to write an essay, each page and
each paragraph is connected to the other. The connecting sections can be
summed up in several difterent sets of three words: beginning, middle, end;
start, middle, finish; introduction, body, conclusion: 1-2-3.

So, where do you find the first part of your essay in Venn or plot diagrams,
or cyclical maps? You don’t—mnot unless you construct and complete the
graphic organizer appropriate for each essay, as part of a 1-2-3 map. The
1-2-3 map borrows shapes used by the Apollo 13 engineers for their air fil-
ter solution. The box and cylinder fit our 1-2-3 map objective perfectly.

constructing a 1-2-3 map for an essay

1. At the top of your paper, draw a small box and write key words that
identify the essay’s objective, topic, purpose, etc.

2. At the bottom, draw a small cylinder in which you write the same words
that were written in the box.

3.In the middle, construct and complete the graphic organizer appropri-
ate to the essay objective, then draw a circle (the hose!) around it, con-
necting your middle to the top and bottom.

There you have it! The organization for your opening, middle, and clos-
ing paragraphs. Let’s take a look at how a 1-2-3 Map connects all the parts
of a well-constructed essay.
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a visual on the 1-2-3 map

write your essay’